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A path to the future for all





Thank you for taking an interest in Boston Spa School Sixth Form.  I hope the information included within will give you a clear insight into what we have to offer.

Applications:

Current students in Year 11 at Boston Spa School do not need to apply for the sixth form as a place is automatically reserved for them.  Students from other schools should ring the Sixth Form Administrator on 01937 846612 to arrange a convenient time to come in for an informal interview with the Director of Sixth Form; students taught within the Leeds Authority may also apply via Leeds Pathways.  There are no overall entry requirements for joining the sixth form but individual subjects do have specific entry requirements which can be found in the subject information sheets enclosed.

Enquiries:
Email: options@bostonspa.leeds.sch.uk
Tel: 01937 846612
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Our ambition for every learner is:

Acadenmic Capital: Achieving outcomes that match or
exceed that which they would have achieved in any
other school.

Moral Capital: To be young people who know right from
wrong and make good moral decisions especially in the
‘company of their peers.

Social Capital: To be ice people to know', who understand
and model what it to be an adult member of their
communities.

Our ambition is achieved in a school where:
Everyone i treated with respect

Everyone makes progress

No one steals learning

This creates: &
'A path to the future for all ). §





THE SIXTH FORM TEAM & STUDENT SUPPORT

The Sixth Form is justifiably proud of its academic success and particularly its high value added scores.  It is clear that student success is dependent on high quality teaching, and equally high quality and motivated learning.  The Sixth Form is committed to a process of continual improvement and constantly reviews and refines its processes to support student achievement.  Success in the Sixth Form is based around a partnership between you the student, your subject teachers, home and your personal tutor. 
IMPROVING PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT

On entering the Sixth Form each student is allocated to a tutor group with a specialist post-16 tutor.   The Sixth Form tutors are a very experienced team who focus directly on student learning and achievement.  They have had extensive training and are given additional free time during the week to follow up individual student needs.  Supporting the tutors are the Director of Sixth Form, Assistant Head of Sixth Form, Sixth Form Administrator and the Student Services team. 

To help achieve best results, all students are allocated Minimum Target Grades based on their GCSE performance.  Students are then regularly monitored against these targets to ensure they are making good progress.  In November and March teachers record written reports on progress and offer guidance on how to improve on current performance. Students then meet their personal tutor for a discussion on their progress and this is followed by a Parents’ Evening.

Each week students will have a timetabled tutorial lesson with their tutors focused on induction, improving academic performance, the university and employment application process and some Personal, Social & Health Education.  The Sixth Form tutors are the students’ advocates, performance coaches and also write any references which may be called for. 

The focus of the Sixth Form tutorial programme very much reflects the belief that each student is an individual, an exception and a person to be valued.  Consequently it is very flexible and responsive to the individual needs of students. 
PLANNING FOR LIFE AFTER SIXTH FORM
Through the tutorial programme students will have the opportunity to explore the wide range of higher education and employment opportunities open to them.  This will include collective and individual visits to universities, visiting speakers and focused parents’ information evenings.  Students will work with their tutor to refine their course selection, set realistic targets and build a strong UCAS application.

In addition there is dedicated and specialist support for those students applying for academically demanding courses including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science and all applications to Oxford and Cambridge.  Support and guidance for these students begins early in Year 12 to ensure they have the best possible chances of succeeding in their applications to such competitive and demanding courses.

THE CURRICULUM
Our curriculum offers a wide range of subjects at A-Level and BTEC (Level 3). The aim is to cater for every student from those wishing to follow traditional academic subjects to those more suited to vocational subjects. The curriculum offer is reviewed annually following consultation with our students in Year 10 in order to ensure it is relevant and meets the needs of our next cohort, allowing progression from the KS4 curriculum as well as introducing a number of new subjects.

A-Levels are assessed by exams, with coursework and assessed practicals in some subjects.  BTECs are assessed throughout the year by assignments set by the teachers; there are no exams in BTECs.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT COURSES
Students entering the sixth form having achieved 5 or more GCSEs at Grade C or above including English Language and Maths are expected to follow 4 subjects in Year 12, keeping 3 subjects in Year 13.

Students entering the sixth form having achieved 5 or more GCSEs at Grade C or above but have not achieved a Grade C in English or Maths may choose 3 or 4 subjects in Year 12, keeping 3 subjects in Year 13. Re-sit English and Maths classes are timetabled for those students who have not yet achieved a Grade C in either or both subjects.

Students entering the sixth form having achieved 4 GCSEs at Grade C or above will normally follow 3 subjects in Year 12 and continue with these in Year 13. Re-sit English and Maths classes are timetabled for those students who have not yet achieved a Grade C in either or both subjects.

Any student who has fewer than 4 GCSEs at Grade C or above will be considered for the one-year Level 2 programme, which is intended as a stepping stone to A-Level or BTEC study in the second and third year of a three-year programme.  The Level 2 course combines elements of ‘Preparation for Work’, ‘Personal Development’ and GCSEs in English Language and Maths.  The exact details of the offer are dependent on the number of students for whom it is appropriate and will be discussed with those students nearer the time.

As employers view GCSE English and Maths Grade C as a benchmark, it is the policy of the sixth form to enter every student who has not yet achieved this standard for a re-sit.
Some university courses require students to have followed particular subjects at A-Level e.g. to read Medicine, it is essential to have studied A-Level Chemistry.  Students should check well in advance of making their sixth form choices what specific requirements there are for university courses that are of interest.

Some subject combinations work well together; a fourth subject which is unrelated to the other three can bring welcome variety to a student’s timetable.

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
 The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a relatively new qualification which is designed to stretch the more able students whilst developing their independent learning skills.  It is an extra qualification taken alongside a student’s normal timetable and has no taught element to it but each individual will be assigned a tutor who will support and guide them where necessary.  The first step for students is to choose a topic and decide what the finished product will be.  Creativity and curiosity are encouraged, so the project topic may be directly related to or completely independent of their main study programme, and the finished product may take the form of a:

· written report

· performance

· piece of art

· community project

· CD, DVD or even computer software.

However, the process (production log) is as important as the end product and will also be assessed.

Students wishing to do the EPQ will be asked to register their interest early in Year 12 and would be expected to complete their project by Christmas of Year 13.  One notable exception to this is students who are considering studying at Oxford or Cambridge who will be encouraged to complete it before their application to university is sent in October of Year 13.  This is regarded very highly by both Oxford and Cambridge universities and can be used by prospective universities in their interview process.  The project is graded A* to E and is worth up to 70 UCAS points.
ENRICHMENT

Universities and employers look for what they call ‘transferable skills’.  These are those extra qualities which make you stand out from the crowd such as leadership, teamwork, problem solving, commitment and communication.

Wednesday Period 5 is, for most, a non-teaching period in which you should undertake some form of extra activity (this can be extended to any other time when you are not timetabled to be in a lesson, at the weekend or in a school holiday).  This may be anything from taking part in recreational sport to a formal arrangement where you gain experience of something outside your usual curriculum.  These experiences give your tutor more to write about in your reference when you finish sixth form.  

Activities/experiences may include:
· Leading or participating in House Activities 

· Assisting in lower school classes

· Assisting in local Primary schools

· Volunteering to help in West Oaks

· Mentoring or supporting lower school students

· Work Experience

· Library assistance

· Support in ICT

· Playing for a school team

· Recreational sport

· Learning a musical instrument

· Learning another language

A-LEVEL SUBJECT RESULTS 2011
	 
	A*
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	U/X
	Entry

	Economics
	0
	3
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	7

	ICT
	0
	0
	0
	2
	6
	3
	0
	11

	Product Design
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	0
	4

	Health and Social Care
	0
	0
	2
	2
	3
	2
	0
	9

	English Literature
	3
	3
	2
	3
	1
	0
	0
	12

	Media Studies
	1
	1
	2
	13
	4
	1
	0
	22

	Art
	3
	0
	4
	2
	2
	0
	0
	11

	Photography
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	3

	Geography
	1
	2
	1
	3
	1
	0
	0
	8

	History
	1
	4
	4
	4
	0
	1
	0
	14

	Psychology
	2
	8
	2
	4
	3
	7
	1
	27

	Mathematics
	4
	6
	5
	1
	1
	0
	0
	17

	Further Maths
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	French
	0
	2
	0
	2
	3
	0
	0
	7

	Dance
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Sports Studies
	0
	0
	4
	2
	4
	2
	1
	13

	Biology
	5
	4
	2
	9
	3
	3
	0
	26

	Chemistry
	3
	16
	6
	5
	3
	4
	0
	37

	Physics
	1
	3
	1
	4
	2
	2
	1
	14

	Totals
	25
	53
	40
	61
	38
	26
	3
	246

	Total %
	10.2%
	21.5%
	16.3%
	24.8%
	15.4%
	10.6%
	1.2%
	100.0%

	Cumulative %
	10%
	32%
	48%
	73%
	88%
	99%
	100%
	 


	 BTECs (Double Award)
	DD 
	DM
	DP
	MM 
	MP
	PP 

	Business Studies (Double Award)
	8
	1
	0
	1
	0
	3

	Sports Studies (Double Award)
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0


	 BTECs
	Dist 
	Merit
	Pass 

	Acting
	6
	2
	0

	Business Studies
	11
	2
	5

	Chidren's Care
	2
	2
	1

	Dance
	4
	0
	0

	Music
	2
	2
	1

	Photography
	0
	4
	1

	Science
	4
	4
	0

	Sports Studies
	1
	3
	8

	Uniformed Public Services
	9
	5
	13

	Totals
	39
	24
	29

	Total %
	42%
	26%
	32%


 




















