
A Level English Literature 
 
Examination board & syllabus:  AQA  A 
Minimum Entry Requirements:  GCSE English Language Grade 5/6 
 
Course Outline: 
 
The course is split into three modules which cover poetry, prose and plays from across the centuries. You 
will look in detail at the way that writers communicate their ideas; how their work is shaped by the social, 
historical and literary context of their times and how people have responded to famous works of literature, 
both now and in the past.  AQA English Literature A’s approach works from the belief that no text exists in 
isolation but is the product of the time in which it was produced and so students are encouraged to explore 
the relationships that exist between texts and the contexts in which they are written, received and 
understood. Students are also encouraged to debate and challenge the interpretations of other readers as 
they develop their own informed personal response to texts. 
 

Course Content: Exams: 

Unit 1 – Love Through the Ages: Exploration of 
this central literary theme of love in texts over time. 
This will involve study of a play, poetry and prose. 
Unit 2 – Texts in Shared Contexts: Modern 
Times: Literature from 1945 – present day. 
Here texts will be explored within a narrower and 
clearly defined time period - Taking the end of WW2 
as its historical starting point. Literature’s 
engagement with some of the social, political, 
personal and literary issues, which have helped 
shape the latter half of the 20th Century and the 
early decades of the 21st Century, will be explored. 
Unit 3 – Independent Critical Study: Texts 
Across Time: Comparative critical study of two 
texts, at least one of which must have been written 
pre-1900 

Unit 1: 
• Section A – Othello 
• Section B – Unseen poetry 
• Section C – The Great Gatsby and Pre-19th 

Century Poetry Comparison 
 
Unit 2: 

• Section A – The poetry of Carol Ann Duffy 
• Section B – Unseen prose 
• Section C – Comparison of The Handmaid’s 

Tale and Translations 
 

Unit 3: 
• One extended essay (2500 words) comparing 

two texts of your choice. This is assessed by 
teachers and moderated by AQA. 

 
Equipment required / Approx. Cost: Students need to purchase their own copies of the texts – 
approximately eight in total.  
 
Independent Study: One hour of independent study for each hour taught.  
 
Higher Education Progression: 
Essential for all English Literature degrees. 
Useful for English Language, Media, Journalism, Law and History degrees.  
Rated highly by top universities  
 
Career Opportunities: English Literature is valued highly in a variety of employment fields, including 
journalism, teaching, law, advertising, marketing and publishing. 
 
Useful Websites: 
www.englishandmedia.co.uk/emag/   http://www.bl.uk/ http://www.aqa.org.uk  

http://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/emag/
http://www.bl.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/

